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2013 Energy Legislation 

Solar Policies 
• Solar Electricity Standard 
• Made in Minnesota Incentives 
• Xcel Solar*Rewards 
• Net Metering 
• Community Solar 
• Value of Solar Tariff 
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Local Jurisdictions’ Role 

Not every community has oil, 
gas, or coal— 

But all have a 
solar resource 
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In 2003, Minnesota was home to 
approximately 50 solar electric 

installations.  Today, the state has 
more than 1,500 installations— 

Solar Electricity Standard 



In 2023, Minnesota will 
have thousands of NEW 

solar installations. 

Solar Electricity Standard 



      

Standardization makes solar simpler 
and more affordable 

 
Local governments can help residents 

and businesses by standardizing the 
permitting process 

 
Streamlined permitting  

• Decreases cost 
• Saves time  
• Encourages development 
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Goals for Permitting Best Practices:  
1. Reduce time on permits and 

inspections 
2. Make the permit process clear to both 

staff and applicants 
3. Reflect industry best practices 
4. Establish permit fees that 

appropriately reflect review and 
inspection costs 

Solar Ready Communities 
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Resources for  
Local Governments 

 
Search 

“Minnesota Solar Challenge” 
 

for Solar Support in the following areas… 
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Resources for the  
Building Official 

 
• Standardized Load Tables Characterizing 

Residential Solar Installations For 
Residential Structures in Minnesota  
 

• Building Official Free Online Training  
 

• Solar ABC’s Expedited PV Permit Process   
 

• Model Expedited Permit Process and Fee 
Structure  
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Standardizing the Permitting Process 

• Solar thermal 
specific 

• Commissioned by 
Minneapolis Saint 
Paul Solar 
America Cities 

• Completed by a 
structural engineer 



Standardizing the Permitting Process 

 
• Commissioned by 

Minnesota Solar 
Challenge 

• Completed by a 
structural engineer 

• Covers most 
residential rooftop 
solar installations 

 
 
 
 
 



Sample Permit Application 
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Step 1: Structural Review of PV 
Installation Mounting System 
 
1. Is the solar installation to be 
mounted on pitched roof in good 
condition, without visible sag or 
deflection, no cracking or splintering of 
support, or other potential structural 
defect?  
 
2. Is the equipment to be flush-
mounted? 
     
3. Is the roofing type lightweight? 
  
 
4. Does the roof have a single layer 
roof covering?   



Planning, Zoning & Permitting for 
Solar Energy Webinar   
 
 
Model Ordinance Examples 

Model county ordinance   
Model city ordinance   
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Resources for Planners 

http://mn.gov/commerce/energy/images/DraftRuralCountySolarEnergySystems.pdf�
http://mn.gov/commerce/energy/images/ModelSolarEnergyDevelopmentStandards.pdf�
http://mn.gov/commerce/energy/images/ModelSolarEnergyDevelopmentStandards.pdf�


 

Thank You! 
 

Stacy Miller 
(651) 539-1859 

www.energy.mn.gov  
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