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R  Member discounts to events and training 

R  Voting rights for the individual 

R  Timely information on policy updates, funding opportunities 
and other information relevant to the industry delivered to 
your personal email 

R  Invitation to ISEA Solar Drinks and Lecture Series 

R  Opportunity to participate in any SREC programs being 
offered by the ISEA 

R  Discounts for partner organizations' classes and events 

R  Tax deductible annual dues and donations 

R  Member discount extended to one guest for most courses and 
events. 



Agenda 
u  Navigating Incentives 

o  DSIRE 
o  Federal Incentives 
o  ICECF 
o  DCEO Rebates & Grants 

u  DG Certification Requirements 
u  Working with Home Owners Associations 
u  Permitting Solar 
u  Net Metering – Tricks and Landmines 
u  Interconnection – Coops & Municipalities 



Navigating Incentives 



Federal Tax Credit 

Residential Projects: 
•  30% Uncapped Tax Credit 
•  Roll to another year if 

needed 
•  Legislated until 2016 
•  Easy even in Turbo Tax! 

Commercial Projects: 
•  Same as residential + 

Accelerated Depreciation 



Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation 

Ø  Fund EE & RE Projects 

o  PV, Thermal, Wind, Biomass, Fuel Cells, DG 

Ø  Awarded on Case-by-Case basis 

o  Cost Effectiveness 

o  Innovation 

o  Simple Payback 

o  Funding Sources/Owner Contributions 

Ø  Two Primary Cycles per Year  

o  Jan & July 

Visit www.IllinoisCleanEnergy.org for info 
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}  The Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency, and Coal 
Resources Development Law (20 ILCS 687, “the Law”) of 
1997  

}  Funding comes from utility surcharge: 
◦  Example: $0.05/mo. for residential electric and natural gas utility 

customers 
}  Provides $5-$7 million for DCEO incentive programs per year 
}    Law and funding source set to 

expire on December 15, 2015   



}  Solar and Wind Rebate Program 

}  Large-Distributed Solar and Wind  Grant Program 

}  Biogas and Biomass to Energy Grant Program 

}  Renewable Energy Business Development 



}  Through FY2013, RERP has provided over $53 million 
supporting over 1,800 renewable energy projects with 
total project cost over $365 million 
◦  Over 1600 rebates for distributed solar and wind energy projects 
◦  Over 165 grants for distributed solar and wind energy projects 
◦  16 MW of small and large-distributed scale solar PV, and over $15 

million in solar thermal projects (5 MW of wind energy projects) 
}  In FY2014, about 275 solar rebate applications have 

been approved ($2.4 M) and 12 solar grants have been 
approved ($2 M); will add 4.5 MW of new solar PV 





Shi$	  from	  Solar	  Thermal	  to	  PV	  



In last 3 years, DCEO has supported 46 renewable energy 
projects with $6M in grant funds 
ü 40 are solar PV project 
ü 5.8 MW of solar PV and wind energy with total Project cost 

of $22.7M 

Examples: 
ü 500 kW solar farm for electric cooperative 
ü 187 kW rooftop solar PV at affordable housing complex 
ü 200 kW solar rooftop at Illinois Toll Highway Authority facility 
ü 50 kW solar PV and wind energy at Operating Engineers 

Local 150  
ü 265 kW at Shedd Aquarium in Chicago 



}  Program Budget – expect to be same as last year? 
}  Application Period – 6-8 weeks sometime between August 15 

and October 15 
}  Selection of application for review based on lottery system 
}  Information required: 
◦  (1) Complete application – address, system details, installer information, 

project cost, and rebate amount; (2) invoice or bid document, (3) spec sheets 
for equipment, (4) recent utility bill 

}  When approved, applicant receives a Notice to proceed letter 
}  Have 120 days from date application is approved to complete 

project (will consider limited extension) 
}  Must be installed by ICC certified Distributed Generated 

installer (except for self-installs) 



}  Incentives: 
Solar PV 
◦  Residential - $1.50 per watt or 25% of cost (whichever is 

less); rebate maximum is $10,000 
◦  Business - $1.25 per watt or 25% of cost (whichever is 

less); rebate maximum is $20,000 
◦  Public Sector/Non-profit - $2.50 per watt or 40% of cost 

(whichever is less); rebate maximum is $30,000 
Solar Thermal 
◦  30% of project cost for residential and business 
◦  40% of project cost for public sector/non profit  
◦  Same maximum rebate as for solar PV 



}  Program Budget – expect to be same as last year? 
}  Competitive Request for Application - 8 week period 

sometime in September-October 
}  All applications are scored and funding decisions made 

in 6 weeks 
}  Project Costs must be over $100,000 
}  Same incentive levels as rebate program, maximum 

grant is $250,000 
}  Key criteria: capabilities of applicant/partners, feasibility, 

project benefits, preference if part of LEED-certified 
building 

 



    Wayne Hartel 
    Energy Program Specialist 
    Illinois Energy & Recycling Office 
    217-785-3420 
    wayne.hartel@illinois.gov 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 www.illinoisenergy.org 
 



DG Certification Requirements 



DG Certification Requirements 



DG Certification Requirements 



Solar Rights: Working with 
Home Owners Associations 
Illinois law prohibits homeowners' associations, common interest 
community associations and condominium unit owners' 
associations from preventing homeowners from using or installing 
solar energy systems. Associations may specify the location of the 
solar energy system, as long as such specifications do not "impair 
the effective operation" of the system.  
 

u Home Owners Association Rules 

u Neighbor complaints 

u Judgment from others 

u Aesthetic concerns 



Permitting 

Key Questions to Ask:  

u  How? 

u  Documentation? 

u  Time? 

u  Cost? 

u  Problems? 



Permitting 

u  Building/Permitting Department: Provides Safety to community 

u  Zoning: Ensures quality of life to neighborhood 

Typical Requirements 
u  Some require structural calculations & architectural drawings 

u  Plumbing or Electrical line drawing & component specifications 

u  Rough and final inspection  



Permitting in 
Chicago 



�  Goal:	  	  Transform	  the	  Chicago	  region	  into	  a	  na1onal	  leader	  in	  residen1al	  and	  
commercial	  roo4op	  solar	  photovoltaic	  (PV)	  development	  

�  Permi3ng:	  Reduce	  costs	  and	  improve	  transparency	  of	  solar	  permi>ng	  by	  
establishing	  standardized	  guidelines	  and	  an	  expedited	  permi>ng	  process	  

�  Zoning:	  Establish	  a	  progressive	  solar	  zoning	  policy	  and	  update	  the	  Sustainable	  
Development	  Policy	  

�  Interconnec9on:	  Enhance	  the	  interconnec1on	  process	  so	  that	  it	  provides	  
transparency	  for	  applicants	  and	  scalable	  processing	  to	  support	  a	  mature	  solar	  
market	  

�  Finance:	  Provide	  lower	  cost,	  widely	  accessible	  financing	  op1ons	  

�  Collabora9on:	  Develop	  collabora1ve	  framework	  for	  replica1ng	  best	  prac1ces	  
to	  the	  broader	  Chicago	  Metropolitan	  Region	  





Qualifications:  Available to mechanically fastened, non-ballasted PV systems that are 
less than 13.44 KW 
 

Time:  Reduced permitting process time from 30 days to 1 day 
 

Cost:  Reduced permitting fee from $375 to $275 (25% reduction) 
 

Place:  Apply at the EPP Permit Desk in Room 906 at City Hall (312-744-8678) 
 

Applicant:  Applicant must be a registered City of Chicago General Contractor 
 

Website:  solar.cityofchicago.org        Contact us: sustainability@cityofchicago.org	  

Permi3ng	  in	  Chicago	  
Chicago’s	  new	  process	  is	  easier,	  faster,	  and	  cheaper	  than	  ever	  

2.	  Project	  
Feasibility	  
&	  Design	  

3.	  Secure	  
project	  
funding	  

1.	  Find	  a	  
Quali>ied	  Solar	  
Contractor	  

4.	  Apply	  
for	  

Approvals	  	  

5.	  Install	  
the	  solar	  	  
system	  

6.	  Have	  
your	  
system	  
inspected	  

7.	  Begin	  
generatin
g	  Solar	  
Power!	  









Interconnection 



Interconnection 



Interconnect.ComEd.com 



Net Metering: Tricks & 
Landmines 

u  Problem 

u  Solution 

 



ISEA Policy Committee 

u  Webinars – every 2 weeks during legislative session 

u  Scheduled as needed during rest of year 

u  Emails, Blog, Website 


