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Fighting 

Energy Poverty with 

Solar Power



From Energy Assistance 

to Solar Assistance!



Heat or eat?



Energy Assistance Today



Is Energy Assistance 
a Solution?



SOLution!



Solar is the future 
of low-income 
energy assistance





Empowered—not entitled!



Ending the Renewable Divide!



IS THE COMMON DENOMINATOR!



96% of U.S. Counties

1000 Agencies 

Every 

community 

action agency in 

the nation could 

benefit from 

community 

solar.



Community Solar

for

Community Action:

A new model of low-income energy assistance!





Community Solar

for

Community Action

• 200kW Community Solar array

• Serving community with >40% poverty 

• Funding: grants

• To be commissioned in fall 2016

• Utility Engagement

• Owned by Leech Lake Band

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe

Energy Assistance Program



Community Solar

for

Community Action

Model 1: 

• Cash flow positive 

from day 1

• Other models 

proposed with other 

utilities

• Beyond 

“Community Solar” 



Community Solar

for

Community Action

Model 2: Market driven

• Community Action 

Agencies do outreach

• Third party 

developer/financier

• Xcel Energy utility

• Low-income families 

receive energy 

assistance to eliminate 

cost of subscription

• Subscriptions are 

transferable annually



“…the Administration is announcing a 

new initiative to increase access to 

solar energy for all Americans, in 

particular low- and moderate- income 

communities,…”

National Community 

Solar Partnership



Energy 
assistance?



Or solar assistance?


